ENDODONTICS

An endodontist is a dentist who specializes in endodontic (root canal) treatment.  Endodontists have completed a two-year advanced specialty education program which focuses on the science and procedures of treatment.  The advanced specialty education program follows the completion of dental school.

Endodontic treatment is provided for damaged or diseased pulp tissue that is housed in the root canal system.  From top to bottom, the root canal system begins in the crown of our teeth.  The crown is the portion of the tooth that is visible when we open our mouths.  The root canal system then continues into the roots of our teeth.  The roots are embedded in bone in order to stabilize the teeth in our jaw.  Root end openings allow blood and nerves to enter the root canal system.  

There are a myriad of reasons for the need for root canal treatment.  Some of these reasons may be a deep cavity, a crack or other trauma, or possibly even the number of dental procedures required to fix a tooth.  Root canals have a very high success rate. Many teeth treated by root canals may last a lifetime.  Root canals, whenever possible, allow one to save their natural teeth.  The only alternative for a tooth requiring a root canal is removal of the tooth with some sort of replacement for that tooth.  Root canals are performed in the dental office under local anesthetic.  After the root canal treatment is completed, the tooth crown must be restored to normal form and function.  This restoration is done by a prosthodontist or general dentist.  This is important to its longevity.  Sometimes new trauma, another cavity, or a broken filling may require additional endodontic treatment.  Surgical treatment of the root may also become necessary.

1st Dental Battalion has five endodontic billets.  Camp Pendleton’s 13 Area supports the southern clinics as well as accepting referrals from Port Hueneme and Edwards Air Force base.  Advanced general dentistry programs at 13 Area and at the Naval Hospital are instructed in the didactic and clinical aspects of Endodontics also at 13 Area.  52 Area supports Camp Pendleton’s northern clinics as well as accepting referrals from the Los Angeles basin.  Endodontic support is also maintained at Miramar and 29 Palms.  Unique specialty care for Yuma is provided by NDC San Diego.  
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