OPERATIVE DENTISTRY

Operative Dentistry is that specialized discipline of dentistry that deals primarily with the conservation and restoration of teeth.  It also focuses on prevention of dental disease through patient education, annual dental examinations, cleanings, and fluoride therapy.  The operative dentist provides a myriad of services; they include, but are not limited to the following: silver fillings, tooth-colored fillings, crowns (caps), fluoride therapy, and tooth whitening (bleaching).  Typically, the operative dentist also has a very strong background in dental materials.


The training requirements to become an operative dentist are fairly detailed in nature.  Four years of undergraduate work (BS degree in biology/chemistry), four years of graduate work (dental school / D.M.D. degree), commission into the Navy Dental Corps, application to Navy training programs in operative dentistry, and 3 years of post-graduate work (dental school / MS degree in operative dentistry). Currently, the Navy has partnerships with four civilian universities that provide 3-year, outservice training in operative dentistry. These include Indiana University, University of Michigan, University of Minnesota, and the University of Iowa. Board certification, after successful completion of an Operative Dentistry program, is also possible and highly recommended. A general practice residency (hospital-based program) can also be most beneficial to the prospective operative dentist.  


Operative dentistry can prove to be a most rewarding and lucrative career choice whether in the military setting, or in the civilian academic setting.  Major positions in the Navy and private practice are not only currently available, but will continue to be in strong demand as skilled clinicians move on or retire.  Currently, a board-certified operative dentist with 12 years in the Navy can expect to earn over $80,000 dollars a year.  The Navy has about 17 operative dentists on active duty that are strategically placed at major dental centers throughout the world.
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