ORAL MEDICINE/DIAGNOSIS

Oral medicine is that area of special competence in dentistry concerned with diseases involving the oral and paraoral structures. It includes the principles of medicine that relate to the mouth as well as research in biological, pathological, and clinical spheres. Oral medicine also includes the diagnosis and medical management of diseases specific to the orofacial tissues and of oral manifestations of systemic diseases. It further includes the management of behavioral disorders and the oral and dental treatment of medically compromised patients.  The mission of oral medicine is to provide education, research and service for health care professionals and the public.

Oral medicine has long been a part of Navy dentistry. An oral diagnosis/oral medicine department was established at the Naval Dental School Bethesda, in 1970. The department now offers residents in all programs five courses: oral diagnosis, radiology, pharmacology, oral medicine and physiology, and a seminar in oral medicine. The department also offers two continuing education courses each year in oral diagnosis, pharmacology, and radiology in addition to a 2-year residency in oral medicine.
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