ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY SPECIATY

After four years of post-graduate dental education, an oral and maxillofacial surgeon completes four or more years of intensive, post-doctoral, hospital-based surgical residency training.  Oral and maxillofacial surgery residents spend significant time rotating through related medical fields such as internal medicine, general surgery, anesthesiology, otolaryngology, plastic surgery, and emergency medicine.  Depending on the residency program, some surgeons may also opt to earn a medical or other advanced degree (DDS/MD, the U.S. Navy has several of these  “Dual Degree” oral and maxillofacial surgeons).

The scope of oral and maxillofacial surgery encompasses diagnosis and surgical/medical management of infections, diseases, injuries, and defects that involve both the functional and esthetic aspects of the oral and maxillofacial regions.  This includes preventive, reconstructive, or emergency care for the teeth, mouth, jaws, and facial structures.

Oral and maxillofacial surgeons can perform a wide variety of procedures in an office setting as well as in a hospital environment.  Local anesthesia, nitrous oxide, intravenous sedation, and general anesthesia are options available in the oral and maxillofacial surgery office or hospital operating room for the appropriate patient and treatment.

Because of their dental background and hospital-based training, oral and maxillofacial surgeons are uniquely qualified to deal with injuries to the face, jaws, mouth and teeth.  Oral and maxillofacial surgeons have extensive training in repairing traumatic injuries, including fractures of the maxilla, mandible, zygoma (cheek bones), and orbits as well as closure of extraoral lacerations.

Infections in the maxillofacial region can develop into life-threatening emergencies if not treated promptly and effectively.  Pain and swelling in the jaws, face or neck may indicate an infection of dental or related origin. If the infection is severe, the oral and maxillofacial surgeon is able to work within the hospital setting to diagnose and treat the problem.

Oral and maxillofacial surgeons are trained to diagnose and treat complaints of facial pain.  Temporomandibular joint (TMJ) disorders may be treated conservatively but with certain conditions, joint surgery may be an appropriate option.

Differential diagnosis of pathology in the maxillofacial region is an important part of the practice of oral and maxillofacial surgery.  If indicated, biopsies and/or other tests can be performed to arrive at a definitive diagnosis and treatment plan.

Discrepancies in skeletal growth between the upper and lower jaws may lead to functional and physiological difficulties.  Surgical correction of these problems (orthognathic surgery) is often performed in conjunction with treatment by an orthodontist and restorative dentist.

Oral and maxillofacial surgeons have extensive training in the diagnosis and management of impacted teeth and in tooth extraction and dentoalveolar surgery.

If you are missing teeth, a discussion with your oral and maxillofacial surgeon and the prosthodontist or restorative dentist will determine if you are a candidate for dental implants.

Aboard Camp Pendleton, there are four fully-trained oral and maxillofacial surgeons.  Two are assigned to 1st Dental Battalion with offices at 13 Area Dental Clinic (ADC) and at 52 Area Dental Clinic.  The Oral Surgery Department at 13 ADC may be reached at 725-0459, and at 52 ADC at 725-7704.  Two surgeons are also staffed at the Naval Hospital and can be reached at 725-1200/1205.   Emergencies are seen at any time.  Because of volume with active duty we are unable to see retirees and family members except in extreme emergent care.
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