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CAPT R.C.Vinci, Commanding Officer

“My New Years Resolution”

     I would like to extend to all hands a Happy and Joyous Holiday Season from both Jeanne and myself.  The promise of 2002 should hold great expectation in spite of the events of September eleventh.  Relish in America’s ability to overcome one knee on the canvas and come up swinging.  Our country’s “might and determination” will see every one of us and many future generations through any hardship.  Take great pride in our commands contribution to this effort both directly with our deployed personnel and dental support to Marine units who will implement our nations orders.     

     As you all know the Master Chief and I just finished the Fall inspection cycle.  We saw “one”, I repeat “one“ sailor with a questionable haircut.  How great is that? We have a great command that took special interest in a pure military function.  It makes an old lifer like me beam with pride.  Polished shoes, crisp ironed uniforms, and all but one fresh haircut.  We were one haircut and a little rusty on the “Chain of Command” away from perfect.  In 28 years I’ve never seen better or even come close, Well Done!

     This time of year brings out the “partyin’ Marty hardies” (you all are probably too young to remember that term) in all of us.  I would like to ask everyone to enjoy the season but remember the responsibility that goes with it.  Safe driving, responsible drinking and the sacred “Operation Risk Management”  ORM should be second nature to us but always requires updating and thought.  By now it has become a way of life or doing business.  Travel from Camp Pendleton to San Diego seems a “no brainer”, we hop in the car drive 50 minutes and spend New Year’s day watching football and enjoying great food with friends.  If you looked out the window and checked the weather to see if it would alter your travel time, and checked the radio for traffic conditions and carefully pre-pack the car so the hot artichoke dip and cheese balls don’t roll around, you just completed a ORM assessment.  How hard was it thinking about your trip prior to commencement?  The ORM thought process could be easily applied to all we do, making every evolution safer.  Since we all know and practice ORM it’s time to share it with family and friends.  If you need a New Year’s resolution I propose you talk ORM with those who have a quizzical look on their face when you work it in conversations.  Corny as it sounds I believe it’s an effective way to make our immediate world safer for family, shipmates and friends.
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     See you all safe and sound in the New Year, that’s an order!        

XO’s Corner

CAPT S. R. Peck, Executive Officer
“The XO's Christmas Poem”

     'Twas the night before Christmas and throughout the command, not a handpiece was churning, even in a watchstander’s hand.

     The XO was snuggled up next to his desk, with piles of papers strewn around in a mess.

     His computer was glowing bright as the night, as dozens of e-mail messages appeared in his sight. METRICS, MEPRS and DASHBOARDS danced through his head; with this holiday 96 schedule he could not go to bed.

     His eyes kept alert from sips of caffeine, he hoped he’d awake to find it was all a bad dream.

     While the DDT was nestled all warm in his rack, 

the XO decided he’d go out for a snack.

     As he made certain his hatch was shut tight, he heard a loud noise on this Christmas Eve night.  He walked to the duty room to see what was the matter, but determined that was not the source of the clatter. 

     As he gazed outside, there appeared a strange sight, off in the distance was a brief flash of light. He put on his loops to better his view; but they were too loose so he tightened the screw.

     Then what to the surprise of the XO appeared, but a little green sleigh pulled by camouflaged reindeer. The driver’s voice had a familiar sound, it was CAPT Vinci dressed in cammie hat and gown, the XO stood at attention not saying a word, the thought of the CO as Santa was simply absurd. He rubbed his eyes hoping the image would disappear, but the CO smiled and said, “XO you've got nothing to fear.”

     “For as sure as it's Christmas, and as sure as you're here, I've stopped on my route just to bring you good cheer!

     The Metrics and MEPRS will be better next year.’’ “Now attention to orders!" he said from his sleigh. “Your God and your family are really what matter. Now go home to your family before I put more on your platter.”

      Thanks for a great year 1st DENBN/NDC.  A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all.

13th Dental Company,Yuma

Holiday Greetings from “The Hottest Little Clinic In Arizona.”  
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          LT N. S.  Moore, DC, USNR, PAO, 13th DenCO-Yuma- Det
   Since we always like to keep you updated on the weather, here is the quarterly report from Yuma -- it gets up around 70 degrees during the day and dips down into the 40’s at night.  This is a bit chilly considering not long ago it was well over a 100 degrees. We know it won’t snow so we hope Santa has a way to land his sleigh -- because we have been good little girls and boys.  We just had the Colorado River Crossing Balloon Festival. For three days in November, balloonists from all over the country came and flew their balloons.  On Saturday night they filled up the balloons at the baseball stadium and synchronize their burners to the beat of the music.  We hope you have a happy holiday season and are blessed in the coming year.  Here is what’s new for the quarter: 

New arrivals to Yuma:

DT1 Rene Mendoza, from Naval Dental Center Southwest, San Diego,

Great to have you aboard!!

Departures from Yuma:

None-Everyone likes it here so well they all stayed!!

Take care and have a HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

1st Dental Company

Pennies for the Pentagon
By:  DT3 Amanda Torres, USN
[image: image8.wmf]    

     The PTO sponsored a "Pennies for the Pentagon" campaign to raise money for the victims of the September 11 attacks.  The drive began Monday, October 8 and ended Friday October 27.  Students grades Kindergarten through 5th were encouraged to bring pennies from home and deposit them into coffee cans in their classrooms.  

       The Parent Teachers Organization Committee along with Staff, Friends, Family members were over joyed to learn that our school raised $1,770.00! What a tremendous accomplishment for such a small yet determined school!  

     Special Thanks to the following personnel who helped support this effort. Colonel Christian, Commanding Officer, Marine Corps Air Station, Camp Pendleton,  Captain Vinci, Commanding Officer 1st Dental Battalion/Naval Dental Center, Camp Pendleton,  American Red Cross Program Services Coordinator Lorelei Capuzzi,  Marine Corps West Credit Union, and the personnel of  Medical Battalion, Bravo Company. who carried all of the pennies to the bank and Mary Cathey who donated flags to the children of the school.              
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 Las Flores

By:  LT L. P. Heid, DC, USNR
Greetings from the Las Flores dental clinic! There have been a lot of changes here and chances are, if you haven't stopped by here in a while you may not recognize all of the new faces.   LCDR Cambell has decided to move on and has traded her military uniform for a pair of civilian scrub.  Good Luck to her.  LCDR Roncone is the now at the helm as clinic director. LT Heid reported aboard in early November after completing a six-week rotation at the Bridgeport mountain warfare-training center (which he highly recommends). We've also picked up some new technicians- DN Nguyen, DN Tran, and DN Brown who are all working hard at honing their newly acquired dental skills. And if that's not enough, we will soon be saying good-bye to our LPO,  DT2 Carrathus, who will be heading down to NDC Southwest.  His motivated replacement DT2 Jennifer Odvina is onboard and learning all the ropes. With our new line-up in place, we are looking forward to a fun and productive New Year.

Edson Range

By:  DT3 Amanda Torres, USN
     LCDR Agi and DN Garcia both received an LOA from CAPT Vinci for their superb care and treatment provided to one of their marines.  Sergeant Woolsey, USMC was so impressed with the delivery of his dental treatment he informed the CO of his positive experience.  Congratulations and keep up the great work.  DN Boston received an LOA for his contributions in organizing Command Appreciation day.

     DN Garcia and DN Boston, avid basketball players have been participating in 31-Area Branch Medical Clinic and Weapons Field Training Battalion Basketball tournaments.

    Congratulations to DT3 Torres who was recognized as the Safety Petty Officer of the year, FY 2001, and selected as Junior Sea Sailor of the Quarter, 4th quarter.

HEEDING THE CALL OF DUTY

By:  HMC J. Z. Parnal, USN, SEL Las Flores
     True to the Navy Medicine’s new motto “Charlie–Papa, Steaming to Assist”, a number of dental personnel from 1st FSSG are being called upon to provide humanitarian assistance in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Among the chosen few who are heeding the call of duty is DN Brandon Hutchins, from 1st Dental Company, Camp Pendleton, Las Pulgas Dental Clinic.  As one of the junior, yet highly motivated personnel of the command, DN Hutchins is taking to heart this rare opportunity to serve his country.  In the course of our day-to-day performance of our jobs, we sometimes lose touch with the very essence of our military existence, which is to prepare for war.  All of the administrative, military, and job-related readiness training that we normally take for granted are now starting to pay off.  DN Hutchins and numerous others from all services are realizing that the countless hours of preparation were not wasted time.  Undoubtedly, they depart with full confidence that they are able to carry out the mandate of not only defending our country but supporting those who are defending our country as well.

     Typical of a devoted family man who is faced with an unexpected deployment, DN Hutchins is not without the jitters and anxieties of what lies ahead, not to mention the insecurities of leaving behind his wife Christina and nine-month old son Christopher.  But being the true professional Sailor that he is, he carried on with his clinic responsibilities with the same unfaltering dedication while taking care of last minute preparations.  When asked what his thoughts are of his forthcoming deployment and his future plans, DN Hutchins states, “I can’t wait, I think that this deployment will be a good experience.  The best part of this whole thing is that I can say that I was part of Operation Enduring Freedom…Not many people of my age have done and seen what I have during my time in the Navy.  In the future, I may get out and go to Dental Hygiene school.  Like everyone else, I want a secure future for me and my family.” 

    CDR Dembinski, Clinic Director, proudly states,  “DN Hutchins will represent the company, the command, and our country well. Our prayers are with him and his shipmates as they support Enduring Freedom.

     To DN Hutchins and the rest of the unsung heroes who are heeding the call of duty, fair winds, following seas, and Godspeed.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL SELECTED FOR ADVANCEMENT:

TO DT1:

DT2 Rodriguez – 13th Miramar

DT2 Schneider – 13th Yuma

DT2 Wheeler – NDC, Camp Pendleton

TO DT3:

DN Wilhelmy - 29 Palms
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MSSG-13 Dental Personnel,  DT2 Cousins,DN Klahn,and LCDR Christopher keeping the spirit of the season. 

San Onofre

By:  DT3 Billie R. McKinnie, USN

     San Onofre Dental Clinic receives recognition for their concerted efforts in Dentistry and Readiness. Selected as the 2nd recipient of the Clinic Excellence Award for the period of 01 April-31 October 2001.  Led by the Senior Shore Sailor of the Year, DT1 Hilda Garza and Junior Sea Sailor of the year DT3 Chartida Kraikoom.  Congratulations to all personnel.  

     San Onofre began the first phase of their Clinic Renovations on 10 Dec 01 as began the familiar routine of shifting patient care to a trailer.  

    Hail to DT3 Billie Mckinnie from NSA Bahrain,  DN Elizabeth Wilson  and DT3 Arteaga from 13 ADC. Farwell to DT3 William Sylvester who transferred on 31 October to attend Seal Training.
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 DTCS Atienza , DT3 Sylvester and DTCM Selga as he receives his going away present.
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DN Garcia receives some assistance from the First Class Association.
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DT3 Hauser, DTC Delatorre and DT1 Yardley celebrate the 226th Birthday of the Navy at the Staff NCO Club.
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The “Hilton”, temporary home for the 1st Dental Battalion/Naval Dental Center Administrative Headquarters goes down with very little effort. 
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DT3 Conner receives her NAM from LT Crumpton.
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DT3 Sandra Bridges, Junior Sea Sailor of the Year 2001.

23rd Dental Company

By:  DTC Marroquin

WOW! - Six 23rd Denco personnel qualify for FMF Warfare Specialists.
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DTC Marroquin, DT1 Slaton, DT2 Arnold, DT1 Lytle, DT2 Rush, DT1 Meyers

     Farwell to Petty Officer Lytle who transferred to NDC, Great Lakes, looks like she is getting things squared away for CAPT Vinci’s arrival next year.  DTC Marroquin returns to the east coast as he transferred to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.  Petty Officer Watts packed his bags and reported to Jacksonville, Florida. Congratulations to DT1 Meyers on his selection as 1st Dental Battalion, Senior Sea Sailor of the Year 2001. and DT3 Conner who was selected as Junior Sailor Sea Sailor of Quarter for 1st Dental Battalion and 1st FSSG.  

     The clinic is entering its final phase of reconstruction and rehabilitation with the installation of new flooring.  Pictures available in next newsletter.  New check-ins for 23rd Dental DTC Shamp, DT1  Benedict,  DT2 Nuno,  DT3 Pickens  and DN Apodaca.
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DT2 Arnold

30th
DT3 Huerta

30th
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13th Dental Company 

Miramar

By:  DTCS Winheim, SEL 

     Sailors at 13th Dental Company Miramar moved into their newly refurbished dental treatment facility during the last week of October 2001.    The new facility has 23 dental treatment rooms and prosthetics lab.  The staff is excited and extremely happy to be in the “new” facility.  

     Sailors onboard MCAS Miramar celebrated the 226th birthday of the US Navy with a cake cutting ceremony on 12 October 2001.   Participants included DT3 Villarreal, cake detail; DT2 Gillen, working party; and DT1 Ramirez, side-boy.  Captain Cherry introduced the guest speaker for the event,  Major General Bowdon.  The remainder of clinic personnel were present in the formation.

     Congratulations to DT3 Johnson for his selection as MCAS, Miramar JSOQ.  He was presented with a Certificate of Commendation, a plaque and parking spot at the Commissary and Exchange.  

     Congratulations to Petty Officer Rodriguez on selection to Petty Officer First Class.  Don’t wait for the detailer to order in the first class – grow your own.  Congratulations – we are proud of you!

Welcome aboard to DN Watkins (3d DenBN), DN Carrell (3d DenBn), DT3 Baladad (NH San Diego), DN Mendez (Gulfport, MS), DT3 Castillo (NAF Atsugi Japan), DN Delosreyes (Sheppard AFB), DT3 Ruiz (Naval Hospital SD), and DT3 Baladad (NDC SW).   

     DT3 Villarreal has paved the way for FMF qualification, being the first Sailor assigned to 13th Dental Company, Miramar to achieve this goal.  Congratulations and keep up the good work.  

       We bid a fond farewell to DTC Yalung (Flt Reserve); DT1 Duka (Flt Reserve); DT1 Murphy (NDC SW); DT1 Davidson (Admin “C” School); DT3 Cano (NNDC Bethesda); DN Fischetti (NH San Diego); DT3 Williams (separation).  Fair winds and following seas.  

New Key Volunteers

The command would like to welcome our new Command Key Volunteers, Mrs. Claire Holcomb of 23rd Dental Company and Mrs. Karen Kalanta of 1st Dental Company.  They join Mrs. Terri Tayag and Mrs. Kim Gerhardt, who are serving 1st and 13th Dental Companies and 23rd Dental Company respectively.    

Many of you know about our Command’s Key Volunteer program, which is similar to the Navy’s Ombudsman program.  The program is headed by our command-sponsored spouses who assist our Commanding Officer with a variety of family readiness objectives. Some of the services they provide include a communications link between the Commanding Officer and families, support services for information and referral, and network.    

Key Volunteers provide a communications link between the Commanding Officer and the families of the Sailors in the unit, especially when the unit or member is deployed. Should the commander need to pass information to the families, the commander will call upon the Key Volunteer Network to help get the word out. 

In a reverse communications flow, Key Volunteers teach the families how to take their concerns back to the command. For instance, should a family be having difficulty getting appropriate service through the housing office, the commissary or any other official Marine Corps agency, the Key Volunteer can guide the family to the appropriate contact within the command to help resolve the issue. Command support is a powerful tool for the families in getting the service they deserve!

The Key Volunteers’ second support service -- information and referral – is what they do most. This begins with helping the families prepare for unexpected emergencies. Then, when a crisis does arise, the families turn to the Key Volunteers first for information and referral services. 

In the network’s third service role, Key Volunteers are leaders in building a community atmosphere within the unit. They do this by being a friendly voice on the phone, by helping families get in touch with one another, by providing support for command-sponsored "meet and mingle" events, by giving emotional and moral support when needed and by providing a positive role model for others.

Key Volunteers do all this out of the goodness of their hearts and the desire to make a meaningful contribution to their community. This is why many commanders consider Key Volunteers the beating heart of their family readiness programs.

You may reach our Key Volunteers at the below phone numbers and e-mails.  Or you may contact them by calling our Assistant Family Readiness Officer, LCDR Mary Jenkins, at (760) 725-8994 during normal working hours.  On holidays and weekends you can contact they via the duty crew at (760) 725-5782/5578.  

Mrs. Terri Tayag, 1st and 13th Dental Companies:  home (760) 941-1732; e-mail Feathu@aol.com.

Mrs. Karen Kalanta, 1st Dental Company:    home(760) 430-2855; e-mail karkevk@home.com
Mrs.   Kim Gerhardt, 23rd Dental Company:  e-mail kim@gerhardtdds.com.

Mrs. Claire Holcomb, 23rd Dental Company:  home (760) 368-2058.
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DT3 Wyatt and DT2 Barrazza MC the Command Holiday Party.
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DT3 Daniels keeps 4-month old Veronica Brown entertained awaiting the arrival of Santa.
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Santa “Kalanta” spreads Christmas Cheer.
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DT3 Davis, DT3 Brown , DT3 Jackson and DT2 Carrathus negotiate on how to collect a door prize.

Holiday        Party 
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DN Walsh and DN Hamilton put their personal spin on the traditional Chritsmas song “Jingle Bell Rock”
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I am looking for a tall guy with a beard and a bag of toys..Have you seen him?
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 Strategey pays off and Petty           Officer Jackson wins his prize.

2001


   DT1 Shover collects her winnings 

    from DT3 Wyatt.

Have a Wonderful Holiday Season and Safe and Prosporous New Year.
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